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familiar with these statistics, as we are 
fifth in the Nation in the most opioid- 
related deaths. 

These drug addictions are destroying 
opportunities and are devastating fam-
ilies and communities all across the 
country. We simply must take steps to 
help alleviate this suffering. 

I am proud to be supporting a num-
ber of bills that the House will be de-
bating and voting on this week to com-
bat opioid abuse, legislation that will 
lead to updated best practices for pre-
scribers of pain medication, legislation 
that will improve drug abuse programs, 
and legislation that will give States 
and local communities more flexibility 
to attack this problem and the prob-
lems that are unique to those commu-
nities. 

I urge support from my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, and am pleased 
to see that there is bipartisan support 
of these much-needed reforms. 
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OPIOID ADDICTION IS A NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to tell the story of Alex 
Recupido, a troubled high school grad-
uate of 2010, an accomplished pianist, a 
kid who was known for his creativity. 
He had gotten his nursing license and 
had moved to Florida when prescrip-
tion drugs led to a heroin addiction and 
Alex died in 2014. 

Sadly, Alex is not alone as 723 people 
died last year in my small State of 
Connecticut, and roughly 30,000 Ameri-
cans will die this year of opioid addic-
tion. By any standard, this is a na-
tional emergency. 

At great long last, this House is act-
ing this week on a series of bills to im-
prove the training, the awareness, and 
the treatment that we offer to people 
who are caught in this cycle. I am con-
cerned, though, Mr. Speaker, that the 
total funds called for by all of these 
bills—about $100 million—is completely 
inadequate for a national emergency. 

At the end of the day, it is the re-
sources, not the words, that we must 
offer. I believe we can do better. Our 
citizens are worth it. For people out 
there like Alex Recupido, it is a matter 
of life and death. 
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FACEBOOK SHOULD SHARE 
CONSERVATIVE NEWS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a 
recent story from the tech blog 
Gizmodo details Facebook’s alleged ef-
forts to suppress conservative views in 
its popular trending news section. 

Former curators of the trending news 
section said they were routinely told to 

ignore news stories of interest to con-
servative readers. Censoring stories 
from popular conservative news sites 
to fit a liberal political agenda does a 
severe disservice to the American peo-
ple. 

A recent Pew Research Center study 
found that two-thirds of American 
adults use Facebook to get news. 
Facebook has an obligation and a pub-
lic responsibility not to silence con-
servative voices. Facebook should give 
the American people an honest ap-
praisal of the news when it comes to 
deciding what is trending on its Web 
site. Anything less is intentionally try-
ing to manipulate public opinion to 
promote a liberal agenda. 
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SECURE GUNS AND PROTECT OUR 
KIDS 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, last week 
we read a powerful story under the 
headline: ‘‘One Week in April, Four 
Toddlers Shot and Killed Themselves.’’ 

Last year, toddlers shot someone 
with unsecured guns at a rate of one 
per week, and we are outpacing that 
horrific rate this year. 

I stand here over and over, begging 
for Congress to act on gun violence, 
but today I plead for gun owners to be 
smart about the guns in their homes. 

The groups Moms Demand Action 
and Everytown for Gun Safety are edu-
cating Americans and are encouraging 
gun owners to secure guns in their 
homes and vehicles, to model respon-
sible behavior, to ask about unsecured 
guns in other homes, to recognize the 
risks of teen suicides, and to tell their 
peers to be smart by sharing these sim-
ple steps to stop heartbreaking vio-
lence. Our society is saturated with 
guns. There are 357 million guns and 
there are 317 million people—the high-
est concentration in the world. 

As The New York Times noted, if 
owners do not secure these guns, they 
will continue to end up in the hands of 
‘‘shooters who need help tying their 
shoelaces, too young sometimes to 
even say the word ‘gun,’ killed by their 
own curiosity.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on this gun issue, let’s 
come together, all of us, to secure guns 
and to protect our kids. 
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LUPUS AWARENESS MONTH 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize May as Lupus Aware-
ness Month. 

According to the Lupus Foundation 
of America, as many as 2 million Amer-
icans, including my lovely step-
daughter, Katharine Lehtinen, are liv-
ing with lupus, and another 16,000 new 
cases are reported across our Nation 

each year; but new research and col-
laborative projects offer hope that we 
are getting closer to safer and more ef-
fective treatments. 

The Lupus Research Institute, in par-
ticular, has funded over 150 Novel Re-
search Grants. These funds are aimed 
at forging scientific breakthroughs to 
better understand the disease and to 
help patients who are living with 
lupus. Because of the advancing 
science, 2016 may very well mark a new 
and exciting year in the long fight 
against this mysterious autoimmune 
disease. 

Mr. Speaker, as this poster reads, 
‘‘For a future with no lupus, we must 
know lupus.’’ 
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NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this 
week is National Nurses Week. It is an 
opportunity to honor the 3.1 million 
registered nurses who are primary pro-
viders of hospital patient care. 

Right now at hospitals and health 
centers across America, nurses are of-
fering essential, lifesaving treatment 
for patients. Every day nurses encoun-
ter and overcome challenges that most 
of us will never face. Honoring the 
work of nurses is especially important 
for me on a personal level as my grand-
mother, Lucy Cicilline, was a proud 
nurse at Saint Joseph’s Hospital in 
Providence, Rhode Island, for many 
years. 

Let’s honor the work of nurses by 
passing H.R. 2083, the bipartisan Reg-
istered Nurse Safe Staffing Act, which 
is a bill that I am proud to cosponsor 
that will require hospitals to create 
staffing plans for nurses, establish new 
whistleblower protections, improve 
nurse retention, and make hospitals 
safer both for nurses and their pa-
tients. 

I am honored to recognize National 
Nurses Week, and I thank all of Amer-
ica’s great nurses for all that they do. 
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HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
HARRY WU 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks 
ago, on April 26, the world lost an ex-
traordinary man. 

As a political prisoner in China for 19 
years, from 1960 to 1979, Harry Wu en-
dured torture, forced labor, and severe 
hunger. It was not until 3 years after 
Mao Zedong’s death that Harry Wu was 
released. 

His alleged crime? 
As a 23-year-old student, Wu had 

criticized the Soviet invasion of Hun-
gary and was given, according to Wu, a 
life sentence of labor, torture, and the 
teachings of Mao. After being freed, he 
devoted his life to exposing the horrors 
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